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SENATE BILL 773

46TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 2003

INTRODUCED BY

Don Kidd

AN ACT

RELATING TO LICENSING; REVISING THE COUNSELING AND THERAPY

PRACTICE ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:

Section 1. Section 61-9A-3 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

Chapter 49, Section 3, as amended) is amended to read:

""61-9A-3. DEFINITIONS.--As used in the Counseling and

Therapy Practice Act:

A. TMaccredited institution’ means a university or

[eelHege] other institution of higher learning that is

accredited by a regional accrediting agency of institutions of

higher education and that offers full-time graduate courses of

study as defined by rule;

B. "alcohol

person who engages in the practice of alcohol abuse counseling;

-145627 .1
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C. T"alcohol and drug abuse counselor' means a

licensed person who engages in the practice of alcohol and drug

abuse counseling;

E=] D. 'appropriate supervision'™ means supervision

[by—a—prefessionaleHnical-fentalhealth—eounselors

sectal—werker] as defined by rule for each license;

[] E. "board" means the counseling and therapy

practice board;

[6—eki : . | -
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k=] E. "counseling and therapy practice”™ means the
licensed [er—+registered] practice of professional art therapy,
professional clinical mental health counseling, [professional

marriage and family therapy, alcohol abuse counseling, drug

abuse counseling and alcohol and drug abuse counseling;
[&=] G. 'counselor and therapist practitioners"
means professional art therapists, professional clinical mental

health counselors, [prefessional mentalhealth—eounselors]
marriage and family therapists, [registered] mental health

-145627 .1
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[eounsetors] Interns, registered independent mental health

counselors, substance abuse interns, alcohol abuse counselors,

drug abuse counselors and alcohol and drug abuse counselors as
a group;

[M=] H. "department’™ means the regulation and
licensing department or the division of the department
designated to administer the counseling and therapy practice

board;

[N et : . | s ciond

6] 1. "drug abuse counselor’™ means a licensed

person who engages in the practice of drug abuse counseling;

[P— - | Famidv_t] y .
i _ | c I :

=] J. "marriage and family therapist’” means a

licensed person who [#s—Heensed—For—independent] engages in

the practice of marriage and family therapy;

[R—mertal—dH o £ "
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Z=] K. ‘"professional art therapist'” means a

licensed person who engages in the practice of professional art

therapy;
[AA~<] L. ‘"professional clinical mental health
counselor™ means a licensed person who engages in the

[+rdependent] practice of professional clinical mental health

counseling; [withoeut—supervision:

Licensed I sl s ce_of_professional

-145627 .1
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Bb——hHeensed] M. "mental health [eeunselor]
intern”™ means a person who is [lHeensedby—theboard-and]

reqgistered and is authorized by the board to engage in the

practice of professional clinical mental health counseling,

marriage and family therapy or professional art therapy under

appropriate supervision as defined by rule while preparing for

licensure;

[EE-] N. ‘"registered independent mental health
counselor” means [an—nreviduad] a person who iIs registered
[with—theboard—and—is] and authorized by the board to engage
in the practice of professional clinical mental health

counseling [without—superwision];

0. '"'substance abuse counseling'" means alcohol and

drug abuse counseling, alcohol abuse counseling and drug

counseling;

[F—] P. ‘'substance abuse counselor' means a person
who 1s licensed to practice alcohol and drug abuse counseling,
alcohol abuse counseling or drug abuse counseling; and

[66=] Q. ''substance abuse intern'” means a person

who is [HHeensed—te] reqgistered and authorized by the board to

engage i1n the practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling,

alcohol abuse counseling or drug abuse counseling under [eireet

observation] appropriate supervision as defined by rule while

preparing for licensure."

Section 2. Section 61-9A-4 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

-145627 .1
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Chapter 49, Section 4, as amended) is amended to read:

"61-9A-4.

A.

the Counseling and Therapy Practice Act, no person shall engage

LICENSE OR REGISTRATION REQUIRED.--

Unless licensed or registered to practice under

in the practice of:
[DH—professtonal—mental—health—eounseHngs
&)1 (1) professional clinical mental health

counseling;

abuse—intern-|

B.

[63>] (2) marriage and family therapy; or

[9] (3) professional art therapy.
[€5)—=eounseHng—as—a—tHcensed—ental—health

6 r _ e I
merntad—health—eounseler—-

Unlless licensed or registered to practice under

the Counseling and Therapy Practice Act,

no person_shall use

the title of:

-145627 .1
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(1) professional clinical mental health

counselor;

(2) marriage and family therapist;

(3) professional art therapist;

(4) alcohol and drug abuse counselor;

(5) alcohol abuse counselor;

(6) drug abuse counselor;

(7) substance abuse intern; or

(8) mental health intern."

Section 3. Section 61-9A-5 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 5, as amended) is amended to read:

""61-9A-5. SCOPE OF PRACTICE.--

A. For the purpose of the Counseling and Therapy

Practice Act, a person is practicing as a [professional] mental
health [eeunsetoer] Intern, professional clinical mental health
counselor, marriage and family therapist, professional art
therapist, registered independent mental health counselor,
alcohol and drug abuse counselor, alcohol abuse counselor, drug
abuse counselor or substance abuse intern if he advertises;
offers himself to practice; is employed in a position described
as [professtonal] mental health [eeunsetor] intern,
professional clinical mental health counselor, marriage and
family therapist, professional art therapist, registered

independent mental health counselor, [fegistered—mentalthealth

eounsetor] alcohol and drug abuse counselor, alcohol abuse

-145627 .1
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counselor, drug abuse counselor or substance abuse intern; or
holds out to the public or represents in any manner that he is

licensed or registered to practice as such iIn this state.

[B—TFhe—scope—oFthepracticeofFalechelor—drug

B. The scope of practice of marriage and family

therapy means the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of

nervous and mental disorders as defined by rule.

C. The scope of practice of professional clinical

mental health counseling means the assessment, diagnosis and

treatment of nervous and mental disorders as defined by rule.

D. The scope of practice of professional art

therapy means the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of

nervous and mental disorders as defined by rule.

E. The scope of practice of alcohol abuse

counseling means the assessment, diagnhosis and treatment of

alcohol abuse disorders as defined by rule.

F. The scope of practice of drug abuse counseling

means the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of drug abuse

disorders as defined by rule.

-145627 .1
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G. The scope of practice of alcohol and drug abuse

counseling means the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of

alcohol and drug abuse disorders as defined by rule."

Section 4. Section 61-9A-6 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 6, as amended) is amended to read:
"61-9A-6. EXEMPTIONS.--
A. Nothing in the Counseling and Therapy Practice
Act [shall—be—<construed—to—prevent] prohibits:

(1) a person who is licensed, certified or
regulated under the laws of this state from engaging in
activities consistent with the standards and ethics of his
profession or practice; or

(2) an alternative, metaphysical or holistic
practitioner from engaging in nonclinical activities consistent
with the standards and codes of ethics of that practice.

B. Specifically exempted from the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act are:

(1) elementary and secondary school counselors

acting on behalf of their employer who are [etherwise

regulated] not licensed pursuant to the Counseling and Therapy

Practice Act;

(2) [peer—counselers—o¥f] domestic violence or
independent-living [peer—<ounsetors] counseling by non-licensed

service providers working under appropriate supervision in a

nonprofit corporation, association or similar entity;

-145627 .1
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(3) duly ordained, commissioned or licensed
ministers of a church or lay pastoral-care assistants providing
pastoral services on behalf of a church;

(4) a person who is enrolled in an internship
or practicum under appropriate supervision and is iIn the
internship or practicum for the sole purpose of acquiring an
advanced degree in mental health counseling, marriage and
family therapy or art therapy or a degree in substance abuse
counseling; [and]

(5) practitioners of Native American healing
arts; and

(6) individuals who serve as peer counselors

for a twelve-step recovery program or a similar self-help

chemical dependency recovery program that:

(a) does not offer chemical dependency

treatment;

(b) does not charge program

participants; and

(c) allows program participants to

maintain_anonymity."

Section 5. Section 61-9A-7 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 7, as amended) is amended to read:

""61-9A-7. BOARD CREATED--MEMBERS--APPOINTMENT--TERMS--
COMPENSATION. —-

A. There is created the "counseling and therapy

-145627 .1
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practice board" [wh#eh]. The board i1s administratively
attached to the department.

B. The board shall consist of [r#re] seven members
who are United States citizens and have been New Mexico
residents for at least five years prior to their appointment.
OFf the [rinre] seven members:

(1) [#+#ve] four members shall be professional
members, who shall be [a—professionalmentalthealth—counselor]
a professional clinical mental health counselor, a marriage and
family therapist, a professional art therapist and an alcohol
and drug abuse counselor, licensed under the Counseling and

Therapy Practice Act and shall have engaged in a counselor and

therapist practice for at least five years. [These—members

be—sehool—owners=] The professional clinical mental health
counselor shall also represent the registered independent [and
Heensed] mental health counselors; and

(2) [¥#euF] three members shall represent the
public. The public members shall not have been licensed or
have practiced as counselor or therapist practitioners or in
any other regulated mental health profession, nor have any
significant financial interest, either direct or indirect, in

the professions regulated.

.145627.1
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C. [AH] Members of the board shall be appointed by
the governor for staggered terms of four years. Each member
shall hold office until his successor iIs appointed. Vacancies
shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments.
No appointee shall serve more than two terms.

D. The governor may appoint professional board
members from a list of nominees submitted by [gualiFied]
individuals and organizations, including the New Mexico
counseling association, the New Mexico association for marriage
and family therapy, the New Mexico art therapy association and
the alcohol and drug directors association.

E. Members of the board shall be reimbursed as
provided in the Per Diem and Mileage Act and shall receive no
other compensation, perquisite or allowance.

F. The board shall elect annually from its
membership a chairman and a secretary and other officers as
necessary to carry out its duties.

G. The board shall meet at least twice a year and
at other times deemed necessary. Other meetings may be called
by the chairman upon the written request of three members of
the board. A simple majority of the board members shall
constitute a quorum of the board.

H. Any member failing to attend three meetings

after proper notice shall be automatically recommended for

removal as a board member, unless excused by the board chairman

-145627 .1
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for one of the following reasons:

(1) circumstances beyond his control,

including illness;

(2) prior out-of-town commitments; or

(3) other circumstances deemed appropriate by

the board chairman."

Section 6. Section 61-9A-9 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 9, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-9. BOARD--POWERS AND DUTIES.--
A. The board may:
(1) adopt in accordance with the Uniform
Licensing Act and file in accordance with the State Rules Act
rules necessary to carry out the provisions of the Counseling
and Therapy Practice Act;
(2) select and provide for the administration
of, at least, semiannual examinations for licensure;
(3) establish the passing scores for
examinations;
(4) take any disciplinary action allowed by
and in accordance with the Uniform Licensing Act;
(5) censure, reprimand or place a licensee or
registrant on probation [fer—aperiodnot—to—execeed-one—year];
(6) require and establish criteria for
continuing education;

(7) establish by rule procedures for

-145627 .1
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receiving, investigating and resolving complaints;

(8) approve appropriate supervision and post-
graduate experience for persons seeking licensure [oF
registration];

(9) provide for the issuance of licenses and
certificates of registration;

(10) determine eligibility of individuals for
licensure or registration;

(11) set fees for administrative services,
licenses and registration, as authorized by the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act, and authorize all disbursements necessary
to carry out the provisions of that act;

(12) establish criteria for supervision and
supervisory requirements;

(13) establish a code of ethics; and

(14) establish committees.

B. The board may establish a standards committee
for each licensed profession. The members of each standards
committee shall be appointed by the board with the consent of
the department and shall include at least one board member from
the licensed profession and at least one public board member.
The board member representing each respective profession shall
chair its standards committee and the committee shall:

(1) recommend and periodically review a code

of ethics;

-145627 .1
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(2) review license applications and recommend
approval or disapproval;

(3) develop criteria for supervision; and

(4) recommend rules [and—FeguHations].

C. Members of the standards committees or other
committees may be reimbursed as provided in the Per Diem and
Mileage Act, but shall receive no other compensation,
perquisite or allowance. These members shall not hold [anry] an
elected office iIn [any] a professional organization of
counseling, psychology or closely related field during their
tenure on the standards committees."

Section 7. A new section of the Counseling and Therapy
Practice Act is enacted to read:

"[NEW_MATERIAL] CURRENT LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH

COUNSELORS--LICENSURE EXTENDED.--Effective immediately, all
licensed professional mental health counselors are licensed as
professional clinical mental health counselors, and at the next
renewal date shall be charged the appropriate license fee."
Section 8. Section 61-9A-11 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 11, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-11. PROFESSIONAL CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELOR--REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE.--The board shall issue a
license as a professional clinical mental health counselor to
any person who files a completed application accompanied by the

required fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the

-145627 .1
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applicant:
A. has reached the age of twenty-one;
B. holds either:

(1) a master®"s or doctoral degree in
[eounsehng—oer—an—atted] a mental health field for
professional clinical mental health counseling as defined by
rule from an accredited institution [Effeetive—duly—315—3998+
the—apphHecantmust-have—amaster—s—degree—and—a—totaloF+no
tess—than—Ferty—etghtgraduate—hours—in—themental—health
ehHnteal—core—ecurriewtum]; or

(2) meets the requirements of the core

curriculum as defined by rule in professional clinical mental

health counseling from an accredited institution;

C. demonstrates professional competency by passing

[anr] the required examination as prescribed by the board;

D. has [aminimuom—oFf] two years of [prefessioenal

ehnteal] counseling experience [HrelueHng—at—teast] consisting
of three thousand [eHrnieal] client contact hours and [&t

+east] one hundred hours of [face—to—Faee] appropriate

supervision. One thousand client [eHnieal] contact hours may

be submitted from the applicant™s supervised graduate

internship or practicum; and
E. 1s of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 9. Section 61-9A-12 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

-145627 .1
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Chapter 49, Section 12, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-12. MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST--REQUIREMENTS

FOR LICENSURE.--The board shall issue a license as a marriage
and family therapist to any person who Files a completed
application accompanied by the required fees and who submits
satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

A_. has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. holds either:

(1) a master"s or doctoral degree [with—a

Ffoeeus] in marriage and family therapy from an accredited

institution; or

(2) meets the requirements of the core

curriculum as defined by rule in marriage and family therapy

from an accredited institution;
C. demonstrates professional competency by passing
[ar—examination] the examinations as prescribed by the board;

D. has [amimum—oF] two years of postgraduate

marriage and family therapy experience consisting of one

thousand client contact hours and two hundred hours of

appropriate supervision [efwhich—-enrehundred-hours—ofsuch

stpervistonr—was—en—an—rdividual—basts] as defined by rule; and

E. is of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.™
Section 10. Section 61-9A-13 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

Chapter 49, Section 13, as amended) is amended to read:

-145627 .1
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""61-9A-13. PROFESSIONAL ART THERAPIST--REQUIREMENTS FOR
LICENSURE.--The board shall issue a license as a professional
art therapist to any person who files a completed application
accompanied by the required fees and who submits satisfactory
evidence that the applicant:

A. has reached the age of twenty-one;
B. demonstrates professional competency by passing
an examination as prescribed by the board;
C. holds either:
(1) a master®"s or doctoral degree in art

therapy from an accredited institution or nationally approved

art therapy program that includes [s#x<] seven hundred hours of

supervised internship or practicum experience from an

accredited institution; [eF¥]

(2) a master"s degree iIn a [eounseHng
related] mental health field as defined by rule for art

therapy, has [a—mintnum—ofF—twenty—oene] twenty-four semester

hours of sequential course work in the history, theory and

practice of art therapy and has completed [s#x] seven hundred

hours of supervised internship or practicum experience from an

accredited institution [Fhebeard—may—-approve—on—a—ecase—by—case
degree—Fromhon—acerecited—instrtutions]; or

(3) a master"s degree in _a mental health field

as defined by rule for art therapy and has completed twenty-

-145627 .1
- 21 -



new

underscored material

[bracketed—material] = delete

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

four semester hours in an art therapy certificated program from

an _accredited institution or a nationally approved American art

therapy association program;

D. has completed one thousand client contact hours

of postgraduate experience under appropriate supervision beyond

the requirements iIn [Paragraph—€H)—oFf] Subsection C of this
section. [er—two—thousand—echHent—contacthours—oFpostgraduate
n I _ - I o
reguirements—in—Paragraph—(2)—of Subsection—C—of this—seetion]
Supervision shall be under a [natienralHy—Heensedor—American
art—therapy—assoctation—eertirfred—art—theraptst] New Mexico

licensed professional art therapist or nationally certified

board art therapist for at least fifty percent of the working

hours; and
E. 1s of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”™
Section 11. Section 61-9A-14 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 14, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-14_. REQUIREMENTS FOR [HFCSENSEB] REGISTERED MENTAL
HEALTH [SOUNSELOR] INTERN.--The board shall [dssue—a—Heense]
register as a mental health [eeunselor—te] iIntern any person
who Files a completed application accompanied by the required
fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the applicant:
A. has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. has—ebtatned] holds either:
L 1

-145627 .1
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(1) a master"s or doctoral degree from an

accredited institution in [esunaseHng] a mental health field

Tfor professional clinical mental health counseling as defined

by rule or in marriage and family therapy or in art therapy; or

(2) meets the [edueattonral] requirements [For
the—terminal—Heense] of the core curriculum as defined by rule

for licensure;

C. has arranged for [abeoard—appreved—superviser]

an_appropriate supervision plan and a postgraduate experience

plan [fer—werkingunder—the—appropriate—supervision—to—meet] as

defined by rule to meet the licensing requirements for:

(1) a marriage and family therapist;

(2) a professional art therapist; or

(3) a professional clinical mental health
counselor [reguirements—Fer—Heensure];

D. demonstrates professional competence by passing
an examination within the applicant®s discipline as prescribed
by the board; and

E. 1s of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 12. Section 61-9A-14_.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1996, Chapter 61, Section 8, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-14.1. SUBSTANCE ABUSE INTERN--REQUIREMENTS FOR

[=HCENSURE] REGISTRATION. --

A_. The board shall [1#eense] register as a

-145627 .1
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substance abuse intern [any] a person who files a completed
application accompanied by the required fees and who submits
satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

(1) is of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) bhas reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) possesses a high school diploma or its
equivalent;

(4) has arranged for [a—beard—approved
superviser] an appropriate supervision plan and experience plan
[For—working—under—appropriate—superviston] as defined by rule
to meet the [reguirements—For—Heensure—as—a substance—abuse

eounsetor] licensing requirements for:

(a) an alcohol and drug abuse counselor;

(b) a drug abuse counselor; or

(c) an alcohol abuse counselor;

(5) has a total of ninety clock hours of
education and training in the fields of alcohol and drug abuse;
and

[6)——stgns—a——code—ofethiesstatements;—as
approved—by—the—boards—and

] (6) provides three letters of
recommendation as established by rule.

B. Effective July 1, [2603] 2005, the board shall

[Heense] register as a substance abuse intern [any] a person

.145627.1
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who files a completed application accompanied by the required
fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the applicant:
(1) 1is of good moral character, with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;
(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) holds an associate degree in [esunseHng
or—in—a—~related] a mental health field as defined by rule for

substance abuse counseling from an accredited institution and

has a total of ninety clock hours of education and training in
the fields of alcohol and drug abuse;

(4) has arranged for [a—beard—approved
superviser] an appropriate supervision plan and experience plan
[Ffor—working—under—direet—observation] as defined by rule to

meet the [reguirements—For—Heensure—as—asubstance—abuse
counsetoer=

approved—by—the—boards—and] licensing requirement for:

(a) an alcohol and drug abuse counselor;

(b) a drug abuse counselor; or

(c) an alcohol abuse counselor;

[€6)>] (5) provides three letters of

recommendation [ene—letter—Froma—current—supervisoers—one
tetter—From—a—current—employer—and—one—tetter—From—a

professionalsubstance—abuse—colleague] as defined by rule.”
Section 13. Section 61-9A-14_.2 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
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1999, Chapter 161, Section 15) is amended to read:
""61-9A-14_2_. ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE COUNSELOR--
REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE.--

A. The board shall license as an alcohol and drug
abuse counselor [any] a person who files a completed
application accompanied by the required fees and who submits
satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

(1) is of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

[ez: hieh_sehool_din -

appreved—by—the board:—and]

(3) demonstrates professional competency by

passing the required examination prescribed by the board; and

[€6>]1 (4) has one of the following
combinations of education and experience:
(a) an associate degree or [beare—

appreved] education and training as defined by rule for

substance abuse counseling that includes two hundred seventy-

six clock hours with at least ninety hours in each of the

fields of alcohol, drug and counseling and six hours of
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training In professional ethics, four years of experience 1in
the practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling under
appropriate supervision and three hundred hours of approved
practicum;

(b) a baccalaureate degree iIn a related

mental health field as defined by rule for substance abuse

counseling from an accredited institution and education or

training that includes two hundred seventy-six clock hours of

specific training that may be a part of the degree program and
that includes at least ninety hours iIn each of the fields of
alcohol, drug and counseling and six hours of training iIn
professional ethics and three years of experience iIn the
practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling under appropriate
supervision; or

(c) a master”"s degree iIn a [related]

mental health field as defined by rule for substance abuse

counseling from an accredited institution, two hundred seventy-

six clock hours of specific training that may be part of the
degree program and that includes at least ninety hours in each
of the fields of alcohol, drug and counseling and six hours of
training In professional ethics and two years of experience in
the practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling under
appropriate supervision.

B. Effective July 1, [26083] 2005, the board shall

license as an alcohol and drug abuse counselor [any] a person

-145627 .1
- 27 -



new

underscored material

[bracketed—material] = delete

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

who files a completed application accompanied by the required
fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the applicant:
(1) is of good moral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;
(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;
[(3)—helds—abacealavreate—degree—in
L . . I L health—ficld—f ted

appreved—by—the board:—and]

(3) demonstrates professional competency by

passing the required examinations prescribed by the board;

(4) provides three letters of recommendation

as defined by rule; and

[€6>]1 () has one of the following
combinations of education and experience:
(a) a baccalaureate degree iIn a

[related] mental health field for substance abuse counseling,

as defined by rule, from an accredited institution and

education and training that includes two hundred seventy-six

clock hours [eF—speerfFie—training—thatmaybe—apart—ofF—the

degree—program—and—thatincludes—atteast] with ninety hours in
each of the fields of alcohol, drug and counseling [education
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and], six [eteek] hours of [®ratring—n] professional ethics,

[and—threehundred—-hours—ofFapprovedpracticum—and—three] two
years and two thousand client contact hours [aegtHred—witrin

the—last—FiFteenyrears] under appropriate supervision of

experience in the practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling

[order—appropriate—supervision] and one hundred hours of

appropriate supervision; or

(b) a master”"s degree iIn a [related]

mental health field for substance abuse counseling as defined

by rule from an accredited institution and education and

training that includes two hundred seventy-six clock hours [ef

Ei o I I e o I I
that—inecludes—at—teast] with ninety hours iIn each of the fields

of alcohol, drug and counseling [edueation—and], six hours of
[tradring—in] professional ethics, [and—three—hundred—hours—oF

approved—practicum—and—twe] one year and one thousand client
contact hours [acguired—within—the—tast—Frve—years] under

appropriate supervision of experience in the practice of

alcohol and drug abuse counseling [unrger—appropriate

supervision] and Fifty hours of appropriate supervision hours."

Section 14. Section 61-9A-15 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 15, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-15. EXAMINATIONS.--
A. Applicants who have met the requirements for

licensure shall be scheduled for the next appropriate
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[examination] examinations following the approval of the

application. The board shall establish [by—+ule] the

[examination] board-approved examinations application deadline

and the requirements for reexamination If the applicant has

failed the [examination] examinations.

B. The [examination] examinations shall cover

subjects appropriate to the scope of practice as [a
professionalmentalhealth—counselor] a professional clinical
mental health counselor, a marriage and family therapist, a
professional art therapist or a substance abuse counselor."

Section 15. Section 61-9A-16 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 16) is amended to read:

"61-9A-16. TEMPORARY LICENSURE.--Prior to examination, an
applicant for licensure may obtain a temporary license to
engage In any counselor and therapist practice if the person
meets all of the requirements, except examination, provided for

in Section [$65—31—32—33—or34—oFtheCounselHng—and—Therapy
Practice—Act] 61-9A-11, 61-9A-12, 61-9A-13 or 61-9A-14 NMSA

1978. The temporary license shall be valid no more than
[€hirty] sixty days after the results of the next examination
become available. [At—that—times;—shoudd] 1f the individual
[faid] fails to take or pass [thatexamination] the

examinations, the temporary license shall automatically expire

and the applicant shall not be reissued a temporary license."

Section 16. Section 61-9A-22 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
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Chapter 49, Section 22, as amended) iIs amended to read:

"61-9A-22. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. --[Fhe—beard—may

Heense—pursuant—te—thisprevisien:]

A. The board may issue a license to a person who

files a completed application accompanied by the required fees

and who submits satisfactory evidence that the applicant held

for the last three years a current license issued by the

appropriate examining board under the law of any other state or

territory of the United States, the District of Columbia or any

foreign nation and:

(1) holds a professional clinical mental

health counselor license and has taken and passed the national
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certified counselor and certified clinical mental health

counselor examinations from the national board of certified

counselors;

(2) is a clinical member of the American

association for marriage and family therapy;

(3) is a reqgistered art therapist, art therapy

registered-board certified by the art therapy credential board;

or

(4) is an alcohol and drug abuse counselor and

has taken and passed the required examination prescribed by the

board.

B. Applicants who do not meet the licensure by

credential requirements must meet the current licensure

requirements.”

Section 17. Section 61-9A-23 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 23, as amended) is amended to read:
""61-9A-23. LICENSE AND REGISTRATION RENEWAL.--
A. Each licensee or registrant shall renew his
license or registration biennially by submitting a renewal

application on a form provided by the board and complying with

all renewal requirements. [Eieensees—with—even—numbered

=] The

board may establish a method to provide for staggered biennial

terms. The board may authorize license renewal for one year to
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establish this renewal cycle and charge the proportionate

license fee for that period.

[B—A+rihety—day—grace—pertod—shalHbe—alowed—each

B. |If a license is not renewed by the expiration

date, the license or reqistration shall be considered expired,

and the counselor or therapist shall refrain from practicing.

The licensee or reqgistrant may renew within a ninety-day grace

period by submitting payment of the renewal fee, late fee and

compliance with all renewal requirements. Upon receipt of

payment and complying with continuing education requirements,

the licensee or registrant may resume practice. Failure to

receive a renewal notice and application for renewal of license

from the board does not excuse counselor and therapist

practitioners from the requirements for renewal.

C. If continuing education requirements are not

completed within the licensing period and by the expiration

date, the license or reqgistration shall be considered expired,

and the counselor or therapist shall refrain from practicing.

[E—Any] D. A license or registration granted by
the board shall be automatically suspended if the holder fails

to apply for the renewal license or registration provided for
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in this section within a period of [®hree—months] ninety days
after the renewal deadline; provided that any license or
registration so suspended may be restored by the board upon
payment of a reinstatement fee not to exceed one hundred
dollars ($100) in addition to [anmy] unpaid renewal or late
fees. Failure to renew a license or registration within [®h¥ree

merths] ninety days from the date of suspension as provided iIn

this section shall cause the license or registration to be
automatically revoked. Reinstatement of a revoked license or
registration [wiHH] shall require the licensee to reapply and
meet all current standards for licensure or registration.
[B=] E. A person licensed or registered under the
Counseling and Therapy Practice Act who wishes to retire from
practice shall notify the board in writing before the
expiration of his current license or registration. If, within
a period of five years from the year of retirement, the
licensee or registrant wishes to resume practice, he shall so
notify the board in writing, and upon giving proof of
completing such continuing education as prescribed by rule of

the board and the payment of a renewal license fee and

reinstatement fee in an amount equivalent to all lapsed renewal

fees, his license or registration shall be restored to him in
Tfull effect.”
Section 18. Section 61-9A-24 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

Chapter 49, Section 24, as amended) iIs amended to read:
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""61-9A-24_ LICENSE AND REGISTRATION FEES.--Applicants for
licensure or registration shall pay biennial fees set by the
board in an amount not to exceed:

A. Tfor application for [#n¥tiad] licensure or
registration, seventy-five dollars ($75.00), which is not
refundable;

B. for [Hreensure—oFr] renewal as a [professtonat
mental—health—counselor] reqgistered independent mental health

counselor, three hundred dollars ($300);

C. for licensure or renewal as a [eHnieal]
professional clinical mental health counselor, marriage and
family therapist or professional art therapist, four hundred
twenty dollars ($420);

D. Tfor registration or renewal as a [fegistered]

mental health [eeunselor—or—registered—independententat
health—eounsele¥] intern or substance abuse intern, two hundred

forty dollars ($240);

E. Tfor all examinations, seventy-five dollars
($75.00) or, if a national examination is used, an amount that
shall not exceed the national examination costs by more than
twenty-five percent;

F. for a duplicate or replacement license or
registration, twenty-five dollars ($25.00);

G. for failure to renew a license or registration

within the allotted grace period, a late penalty fee not to
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exceed one hundred dollars ($100);

H. reasonable administrative fees; and

I. Tor licensure [registration] or renewal as an

alcohol and drug abuse counselor, an alcohol abuse counselor or

a drug abuse counselor, [er—a—substance—abuse—irtern;—Ewe
hundred—deHars—€$200)] three hundred dollars ($300)."

Section 19.

REPEAL . --Sections 61-9A-10 and 61-9A-11.1

NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1993, Chapter 49, Section 10 and Laws

1999, Chapter 161, Section 10, as amended) are repealed.

Section 20.

EFFECTIVE DATE.--The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 2003.
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